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We are pleased to present the second edition of the PHSU Scientific Journal.

This issue reflects our continued commitment to fostering rigorous

scholarship, interdisciplinary collaboration, and academic excellence within

the Ponce Health Sciences University and Puerto Rican community.

We extend our sincere gratitude to the authors, reviewers, and contributors

whose dedication and thoughtful work made this edition possible. As the

journal continues to grow, we remain focused on providing an accessible

platform that amplifies impactful research and supports the development of

future scholars.

Thank you for your continued engagement and support. We look forward to

building on this momentum in the editions to come.

Sincerely,

 The Editorial Board

 PHSU Scientific Journal
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It is my distinct honor to present the second issue of the Ponce Health

Sciences University Scientific Journal, reflecting the continued intellectual

vitality, clinical innovation, and translational research excellence emerging

from our academic and healthcare community. This edition highlights the

power of interdisciplinary collaboration across medicine, public health,

biomedical sciences, and clinical education, reinforcing our mission to

advance science in service of patients and society.
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DR. WILFREDO DE JESÚS
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

The manuscripts featured in this issue showcase the important role academic medicine in Puerto Rico plays in

addressing both global health challenges and locally relevant clinical needs. From surgical outcomes research

evaluating minimally invasive approaches to complex ureteral reconstruction to studies exploring dermatologic

health disparities in underserved populations, our authors demonstrate how rigorous scientific inquiry can

directly improve patient care and promote health equity. Case reports and genetic investigations further

expand understanding of rare conditions, emphasizing multidisciplinary collaboration and the value of careful

clinical observation. Our review and innovative imaging sections address emerging questions in patient safety

and technological advancement. Analyses of radiation exposure during scoliosis monitoring highlight the

responsibility to balance diagnostic necessity with long-term risk reduction in pediatric populations, while

artificial intelligence-enhanced 3D imaging illustrates how advanced computational tools are transforming

diagnostic precision and clinical decision-making. The Research Letter section highlights the importance of

patient perspectives and healthcare accessibility, examining barriers to dermatologic care through community-

based clinical models that promote culturally responsive healthcare delivery and medical student engagement.

Collectively, the work presented in this issue reflects the collaborative efforts of students, trainees, faculty, and

healthcare partners committed to improving outcomes for diverse patient populations. I extend my sincere

gratitude to our authors, reviewers, editorial staff, and institutional supporters whose dedication ensures the

scientific rigor and continued growth of this journal. We invite our readers to engage with the research

presented in these pages and to join us in advancing a culture of inquiry that strengthens science, education,

and compassionate patient care.

Thank you for your continued support.



Scope & Mission
The PHSU Scientific Journal publishes original, peer-reviewed
work from the Ponce Health Sciences University community,
including the Schools of Medicine, Behavioral & Brain Sciences,
Public Health, Nursing, Dentistry, and affiliated healthcare
institutions. We aim to elevate scientific contributions from
students, faculty, and professionals across Puerto Rico.

Formatting
Use Times New Roman 12 pt, double-spaced, 1” margins.
Submit manuscripts in Word format using the official journal
template. Label and cite all tables/figures in order.

Accepted Article Types
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*For further details, please refer to the
Submissions page at phsujournal.com!



Online Submission: Manuscripts must be

submitted through the designated online portal on

the journal’s website (phsujournal.com). 

Peer Review: This system is used to assess the

quality of a manuscript before it is published,

carried out by independent experts in the relevant

research fields. The PHSU Scientific Journal is a

single-blind peer review publication.

Deadlines: Submission deadlines will be

established by the Board and will be notified via

Call-to-Action bulletins sent through the

institutional email. 

Copyright Statement
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Submission
Procedure

Copyright on any open-access article published in the PHSU Scientific Journal is
retained by the author(s). 

Once an article is accepted and published in the PHSU Scientific Journal, the
authors agree not to submit or publish the work in any other journal or platform.
This ensures the originality and integrity of the journal's content. 

Articles published in the journal are distributed under the Creative Commons
Attribution License (CC BY). This license permits: 

Unrestricted Use: Users can share, copy, adapt, and build upon the work, even
for commercial purposes.
Attribution Requirement: Proper credit must be given to the authors and the
original source, including a link to the article, without implying endorsement by
the authors. 

Decision Timing: Upon manuscript acceptance,

the Board will inform the corresponding author

of their decision for publication within 4-6 weeks. 

Resubmission: Once the manuscript with

reviewer comments has been sent to the

corresponding author, they will have 1-2 weeks

to make any revisions/corrections suggested.

Upon resubmission, the author will receive the

Board's final decision within 4-6 weeks. 
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